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New members welcome – join one or all discussions 
 

July 8, 
2021 

Brilliant Blunders from Darwin to Einstein:  Colossal Mistakes by Great  
   Scientists That Changed Our Understanding of Life and the Universe 

Mario Livio 

We all make mistakes.  Nobody’s perfect. Not even some of the greatest geniuses in history, as told in 
this story of scientific error and breakthrough. Drawing on the lives of five renowned scientists, Mario 
Livio shows how even these geniuses made major mistakes and how their errors were an essential part 
of the process of achieving scientific breakthroughs.   Moderated by Audrey 
 

August 12 Muhammad:  A Prophet for our Time Karen Armstrong 

Muhammad portrays the founder of the world’s fastest-growing religion, which continues to change the 
course of world history.  His story is more relevant than ever for insight into the origins of Islam.  
Countering those who dismiss Islam as fanatical and violent, Armstrong offers a clear, accessible, and 
balanced portrait of Mohammad.  Our discussion will include current issues related to Muslims in the 
world today.   Moderated by Curry 
 

September 9 The Uninhabitable Earth:  Life after Warming David Wallace-Wells 

It is worse, much worse, than you think.  If your anxiety about global warming is dominated by fears of 
sea-level rise, you are barely scratching the surface of what terrors are possible:  food shortages, refugee 
emergencies, climate wars, and economic devastation.  The Uninhabitable Earth is both a travelogue of 
the near future and a meditation on how that future will look to those living through it.  The book is also 
an impassioned call to action.   Moderated by Dick 
 

October 14 The Woman Warrior        Pair w/ Fiction: Hotel on the Corner Maxine Hong Kingston 

As a girl, Kingston lived in two confounding worlds: the California to which her parents immigrated and 
the China of her mother’s “talk stories.”  This memoir written in the 20th century helps us understand 
the discrimination still faced by Asian-Americans in the 21st century.   Moderated by Audrey 
 

November 11 Pentimento Lillian Hellman 

This series of portraits by Hellman has been both widely praised as a moving, beautiful memoir, as well 
as vilified for its questionable veracity.  The film Julia was based on the most controversial portrait.  
Whether fact or fiction, begged, borrowed, or stolen, who cares?  This book makes for great reading.  A 
discussion about the line between fiction and nonfiction might be very interesting. 
Moderated by Nancy 
 

December 9 Furious Hours:  Murder, Fraud, and the Last Trial of Harper Lee Casey Sep 

A rural preacher was accused of murdering five of his family members for insurance money in the 1970s.  
A relative shot him dead at the funeral of his last victim, yet the relative was acquitted.  Sitting in the 
audience during the vigilante’s trial was Harper Lee, with the idea of writing her own book like In Cold 
Blood.  Now Casey Cep brings this story to life, from the shocking murders to the courtroom drama to 
the racial politics of the Deep South to the portrait of Harper Lee.   Moderated by Ben 
 



 

 
 

January 13, 2022 Nomadland  Jessica Bruder 

From the beet fields of North Dakota to campgrounds of California to Amazon’s CamperForce program 
in Texas, employers have discovered a new, low-cost labor pool, made up largely of transient older 
Americans.  Finding that Social Security comes up short, often underwater on mortgages, these invisible 
casualties of the Great Recession have taken to the road by the tens of thousands in late-model RVs, 
travel trailers, and vans, forming a growing community of nomads.   Moderated by Laura B 
 

February 10 The Hidden Life of Trees Peter Wohlleben 

After a walk through the woods with Wohlleben, you'll never look at trees the same way again.  Drawing 
on new discoveries, he presents the science behind the previously unknown lives of trees and their 
communication abilities; he describes how these discoveries have informed his own practices in the 
forest around him.  Ecofriendly practices benefit the health of our planet.   Moderated by Kathy 
 

March 10 The Professor and the Madman:  A Tale of Murder, Insanity,  
   and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary 

Simon Winchester 

This is an extraordinary tale of madness, genius, and the incredible obsessions of two remarkable men 
that led to the making of the Oxford English Dictionary—and literary history.  Highly readable, this 
literary detective story roams from the great dictionary itself to hidden nooks in the human psyche. 
Moderated by Margaret 
 

April 14 A Paradise Built in Hell:  The Extraordinary Communities  
   that Arise in Disaster 

Rebecca Solnit 

In disasters, many people rise to the occasion, revealing a yearning for community, purposefulness, and 
meaningful work that disaster often provides.  Chapters are set in cities that faced disasters in recent 
history:  the earthquakes in San Francisco and Mexico City, London in the blitz, New York on 9/11 and 
New Orleans when Katrina hit.  The book considers the generosity that arises.   Moderated by Jeff 
 

May 12 Tiny Beautiful Things:  Advice on Love and Life from Dear Sugar 
                                         Movie “Wild” and podcasts will be discussed 

Cheryl Strayed 

Part memoir, part essay collection, part self-help, this book is in a category all its own.  Life can be hard: 
you lose a family member; you can’t pay the bills.  Life can be great: you get that plum job; you write 
your novel.  Thousands turned for advice to Sugar, the online columnist Cheryl Strayed.  Options:  watch 
the movie “Wild”, listen to podcasts “Dear Sugar Radio” and / or “Sugar Calling.”   Moderated by Carla 
 

June 9 Growing Up Russell Baker 

Russell Baker traces his youth from the mountains of Virginia to a New Jersey town to Baltimore.  He 
writes of adversity and courage, the poignancy of love and the awkwardness of sex, of family bonds and 
family tensions. Here, too, are the everyday heroes and heroines of the Depression who faced disaster 
with good cheer as they tried to muddle through.  Moderated by Diane 
 

July 14 Gone to the Woods  Gary Paulsen 

Gary Paulsen portrays a series of life-altering moments from his turbulent childhood as his own 
childhood survival story.  Both brightly funny and darkly tragic, it freshly and honestly portrays difficult 
themes.  Read one of Paulsen’s own books for young adults (Hatchet, Dog Song, and many more) to see 
how Paulsen wove his own experiences into his fiction.  Moderated by Cindy            List as of June 12, 2021 


